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1 * 


or THE 


| General A lnb 


OF THE 


CHURC H 


'M E- o T 15 A N D. 


gun at Edinbu £ the 18th Day of May 1786, and 
5 conclu the * * ſaid Year. | 


I. 


The Kine' 8 C nmiHO n to Davip Earl 
of Leven 8 and ordered to 
be recorded. TT 


* , 


Ee May 18. 1586. 


5 VIE General Aſſembly of this W b = 
being convened and conſtituted, there was pro- 
duced to them, by the Right Honourable Da- 
Vip Earl of Leven, the King's Commiſſion, 
ſealed with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union 
to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in a place o. the on 


4 The Acts of the 

Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his Maje- 
ſty's High Commiſſtonet and Em in this AC. 
ſembly; Which Commiſſion was puhlicly read Vith all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 
the Books of Aſſembly. The tegor whereof follows: 


FYEORGAMUS, S Magne, B rancie, 
et Hibarniæ Rex, Tidei Defenſor 2 homi- 


nibus, ad quos praſentes literæ ber vener in f Nuan- 
doquidem nos conſiderantes, quod generalis ecclęſiæ Scotiæ con- 
ventus in decimum oftavum diem Mai proximi convenire ordina- 
tus fit ; noſqueetiam abunde cupidi, et ugceſſarium. eſſe judicantes 
n commodum dithe eccleſic, ut idem ccſgſia gentrahs conveltus. 
die Ratuto debite obſervetur, atque rebus magni momenti nos in 
vocantibus, difto conventui perſoualiter intereſſe nequimus ; noſ- 
gue abunde ſatigfacti de Sufficientia el Jidelitate fideliſſimi et dilec- 
tiſſimi-noſtri conſanguinei, —— Comitis de Leven, quod ad 
ſummum muntts,noſtri Juprem! 1 ommiſſionarih, ad diftum\genena- 
lem conventum rite exercendum et obeundum uſquequaque fit in- 
fruftus : Novegitis igitur, nos momma , conſtituiſſe, et ordinaſſe, 


tenoreque prefentium, nominare, tonſituere, et ordinare; "meinora- 
tum, fideliſſimum et prædlilełiiſſimun: nigtrum tunſamguincum Da- 
videm Comitem de Leven, /upremum ngſtrum Commiſſionarium 
difto generali eccleſie Scotiæ conventui, dando et concedendb illi 
plenam potgſtatem, commiſſiunem, -el-auatrantum, ſacram.ngftram 
| perſonam et auctoritatem regalem repręſentandi, nec non praſen- 
tiam noſiram ſupplendi, et locum noſirum in dicto ſubſequenti ge- 
nerali conventu, tanquam Commiſſionario noſiro ad hunc ęfectum 
ſpecialiter conſtitulo, tenendi, amma alia ad imperium et munus 
Commiſſionarii pro general: eccleſig conventu peragendi, tam 


plene radeggue. libere in quovis rafpeftu, quam quiibet qiius in go- 

dem ſummo inunere fecera „ fe quoi tempore preterito Yacere 
potuerat, vol ac ſi nos ipſi e eee ifacerd potueri- 
mus. Quaque omnia et ſingula gue ditgus David Comes de 
Leven, in Bac ngſtra commiſſione proſequentla Tegttime-fecerh, ſeu 
feeri ordinaverit, nos firmiter approbamus, et ratificamus. In- 
ſuper omnibus et ſingulis dicti conventus et eccleſiæ paſtoribus, 

ct preſbyteris cæteriſque quibuſcunque, intra illam partem Magne 
Britanniæ Scotiam vocatam, ſubdlitis-ne/tro;cujuſrunque.yradus 

Jeu ,qualitatis,' ut drtium:DavidewGornizem: de Leven, un. 

quam fupremum ngſbruni iGonmifpanariums guoad gffetium d mo- 

Am ſupra mantionatuni, reutreamun, maſcumt igt gulliant, Nricte 

græcipimus ei mamdumus : Atque han naſtnum (Cummi 

a liitto decimo oc ra vo ie Maii prmrimi ineipere, et dtincapofduranie 

Yubſequente ſeffione ditti gendralis convanius in vigore continuart, 


detlaramus, 


J 


General Aſſembly, 1786. * 


declaramus, vel nſque dum a nobis revocabitur, et exonerabitur. 
In cujus.rei teftimontum, huic preſenti carte noſtre, figillum no- 
rum per unions tractatum cuſtodiend. et in Scotia, vice et loco 
Magni Sigilli cjuſdem utend. ordinat. appendi mandamus ; apud 
anlam uoſtram St. James's, duodecimo die menfis Aprilis, anno 
Domini. milleſimo ſeptingenteſimo et | ofogeſimo ſexto, Regnique 
nofiri anno vige imo /exto. C 
Per ſignaturam manu S. D. N. Regis ſupraſcript. 
A. 
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The KINO s moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Afſembly, preſented to them 


Seo r= JO 
D lour ReverenD and Well-beloved, We greet you 
Ix well. It is with great ſatisfaction, that We avail 
Ourſelves of this opportunity of renewing to you thoſe 
teſtimonies of Our paternal affection, which your duty 
and loyalty to Us, and your fteady attention to the im- 
portant concerns of Religion and Virtue, deſerve at Our 
IMUS , 5 _ | 
Me do moſt willingly countenance your preſent meet- 
ing, with Our Royal approhation and authority, from 
a a firm perſuaſion, that you will continue to promote the 
happineſs of Our Reign, and that you will apply your 
whole attention to the purſuit of ſuch meaſures as may 
beſt tend to the ſupport of the Chriſtian faith, the ad- 
vancement of true religion and piety, and the ſuppreſſion: 
of irreligton and licentiouſneſs; you may be affured that 
ſuch a conduct on your part, will, at all times, meet 
with Our hearty concurrence and ſupport, and that We 
ſhall continue in Our determination to preſerve and 
maintain to the Church of Scotland, as by law eftabliſh- 
| 5 \ ed, 


| The Ads of the 


ed, the full and free enjoyment of its rights and privi. 
leges. Having the fulleſt confidence in the fidelity and 
abilities of Our Right Truſty, and Right Well-beloved 
Couſin, David Earl of Leven, from the teſtimonies We 
have had of his prudence and diligence in the diſchar 
of ſo important a truſt, We have again appointed him 
to repreſent Our Perſon, being perſuaded, that the ex. 
perience you have had of his ſteady attachment to Our 
ſervice, and of his zealous adherence to the Church of 
Scotland, will render him acceptable to you. 

We have only to add Our exhortations, that all unne- 
ceſſary debates and contentions amongſt yourſelves may 
be carefully avoided, and that you will continue in the 
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| ſame ſteady courſe, for the advancement of every thing 
which may increaſe that unanimity and brotherly loye, 
| which will inſure a happy and fatisfatory concluſion of 
the preſent meeting of the General Aſſembly ;- and ſo 


We bid you heartily farewell. Given at Our Court of 
St James's, the 11th day of May 1786, in the 26th year 
er e e eee eee e 
Buy his Majeſty's Command, 
1 SYDNEY. 


| Addreſſed thus : To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved 
| the Moderator, Miniſters and Elders of the General 
| Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. „„ 
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The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
King's moſt gracious Letter. 


— eee 
. * 


May it pleaſe your Maio, 


. q 

bp Majeſty's moſt gracious letter was preſent- 

1 ed to us, met in our National Afﬀembly, and . 

conſidered as an expreflion of your Royal Favour, 
eee e B0Y 57 eee 7 
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received with the higheſt reſpect, and the warmeſt gra- 
e . 10 SENG 
We eſteem it an high honour to have this our Nati- 
onal Aſſembly countenanced with your Royal Authority. 
The choice you have made of the Right Honemubleltfie 


Earl of Leven, to repreſent your Royal Perſon in it, is 


moſt acceptable to us. His attachment to your Maje- 
ſty's Perſon and Government, his abilities for the diſ- 
charge of this high office, and his well known regard 
for religion, and for the honour and intereſts of this 
Church, as they recommend him to your Majeſty's re- 


gard, render him highly deſerving of ours, and entitle 


him to the greateſt honeur and reſpect from us. 


Permit us, moſt gracious Sovereign, to aflure you, 


that, in all the matters which ſhall. come before us, we 
| ſhall never loſe ſight of thoſe important objects which 
you are pleaſed to bring into view, the ſupport of the 
Chriſtian faith, the advancement of true religion and 
piety, and the ſuppreſſion of irreligion and licentiouſ- 
ne: - F 

Thankful to your Majeſty for your paternal .exhort4- 
tion, to avoid all unneceflary debates and contentions 
among ourſelves, your Majeſty may be aſſured, that our 
buſineſs ſhall be conducted, as far as poſſible, with that 
harmony, good temper, Chriſtian charity, brotherly love 
and true moderation, which, we know, are neceſſary to 
give dignity to our character, weight to our deciſions, 
and ſucceſs to our miniſtrations. 5 a 
Senſible of the many bleſſings we enjoy under your 


Majeſty's mild and - gracious adminiſtration, we ſhall, 


with indefatigable zeal, endeavour to impreſs ſentiments 
of loyalty and gratitude on the minds of all your Maje- 
ſty's ſubjects under our care. | 

The aſſurance your Majeſty is pleaſed to give us, of 
your determined. refolution to protect our Church in all 
its juſt rights and privileges, we receive with the great- 
7 pleaſure, and rely en with the moſt entire confi- 
HENCE: = a, ern: Tr 2745 by | 
That Almighty God, by whom Kings reign, may pre- 
ſerve your Perſon, prolong your Reign, eſtabliſh your 
Throne in righteouſneſs, bliſs your Counſels, give ſuc- 


ceſs and vigour to your Adminiſtration, long preſerve 


you as the Guardian of our Religion and Liberties, ren- 
der you ever happy at home, and reſpected abroad: 
That he may pour down his beſt bleſſings upon your 


Royal 5 
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Royal Conſort the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and all 
the branches of your Royal Family, that their charac. 
ters may be diſtinguiſhed for all thoſe virtues that can 
adorn their exalted ſtation, and endear them to a duti. 
ful people : That Great Britain may remain, to lateſt 
poſterity, the happy ſeat of liberty, uſeful ſcience, and 
religion, under the auſpicious government of Princes 
deſcended from your illuſtrious Houſe; and that, after 
a long life of eminent and diſtinguiſhed virtue upon 
earth, your Majeſty may receive the glorious reward of 
it in heaven, are, and eyer ſhall be, the earneſt Prayers | 
of, 

May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 4 #1 

' Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 

Moſt obedient, 

5 And moſt loyal ſubjecta“, 1 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aﬀembly of the Chuseh ** Scotland.” 


Signed in cr r name, 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 


DUNCAN SHAW, Mod. 
TTT 
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Son non to Gra Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders for the Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, 
and for managing his 1 8 8 Rope 
-Bpunty for that end. 


. [ 'HE berg! Alkenibly did, and ares do, nominate. 
and appoint. the Reverend Dr Duncan Shaw, one 


of the miniſters of Aberdeen, their Moderator, all the 
. miniſters 
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miniſters who are members of the Preſbytery of Edin- 
burgh, Mr John Couper at Glaſs, Mr John Grant at 
Kirkmichael, Mr James Gillan at Speymouth, Mr Alex- 
ander Coul at Edinkillie, Mr Patrick Dunbar at Nairn, 
Mr George Watſon at Inverneſs, Mr David Denoon at 
Kilcurnan, Mr George Balfour at Tarbat, Mr Charles 
Calder at Urquhart, Mr Patrick Grant at Boleſkin, 
Mr Martin' Macpherſon at Slate, Mr Alexander Mac- 
kay at Barvas, Mr Edmund Macqueen at Bara, Mr 
Murdoch Maciver at Lochalſh, Mr William Keith 
at Kildonan, Mr John Thomſon at Duirneſs, Mr 
George Mackenzie at Olrich, Mr George Barry at Kirk- 
wall, Mr Francis Liddel at Orphir, Mr William Mitchell 
at Tingwall, Mr Thomas Robertſon at Dalmeny, Mr 
Robert Pearſon at Biggar, Mr Charles Findlater at Lin- 
ton, Dr Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, Dr George Barclay 
at Haddington, Mr James Williamſon at Whitekirk, Mr 
George Drummond at Cranſhaws, Mr George Tod at 

Eyemouth, Mr James Richardſon at Mackerſton, Mr 
| James Hay at Kirktown, Mr Lawrence Johnſton at Earl- 
ſton, Mr James Erſkine at Roberton, Mr Abraham Ni- 
viſon at Middlebee, Mr William Little at Weſterkirk, 
Mr Thomas Henderſon at Dryſdale, Mr William Ran- 
ken at Sanquhar, Mr James Lawrie at Tinwall, Mr 
John Johnſton at Croſſmichael, Dr William Boyd at 

Ponningham, Mr James Caddel at New Luce, Dr Pa- 
trick Woodrow at Tarbolton, Mr James Richmond at 
Irvine, Dr John Adam at Greenock, Mr John Scott at 
Strathaven, Mr Joſeph Henderſon at Wiſton, Mr Alex- 
ander Ranken at Glaſgow, Mr James Graham at Kil- 
carn, Mr Hugh Mactaviſh at Innerchaſlan, Mr George 
Maclieſh at Saddel and Skipneſs, Mr Archibald Campbell 
at North Knapdale, Mr Patrick Macdonald at Kilmore, 
Mr Patrick Macarthur at Toroſay, Mr Robert William- 


ſon at Lethindy, Mr David Black at St Madoes, Mr 


John Muſhet at Stirling, Mr John Baird at Dunning, Mr 
John Kinroſs at Lecropt, Mr Alexander Thomſon. at 
Carnock, Mr George Gib at Wemyſs, Dr Michael Green- 
law at Creech, Mr Thomas Kettle at Leuchars, Mr 
John Bruce at Forfar, Mr William Gordon, at Elgin, - 
Dr John Scott at Twineholm, Profeſſor George Hill, 
St Andrew's, miniſters; Mr Iſaac Grant writer to, 
the Signet, Dr Gregory Grant phyſician, Edinburgh, 
Mr Thomas Gordon writer to the. Signet, Mr Lu- 
dovick Grant jun.. writer, Bailie John Lothian, Edin- 
burgh, Convener John Lindſay, Bailie William Galloway, 
Mr Fraſer of Gorteleg, the Procurator, Mr Bannatyne- 

gs William 


4 
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William Macleod advocate, Profeſſor Hugh Macleod, Bai. 
lie Daniel Miller, Mr James Torry merchant, Edinburgh 
Mr Malcolm Laing, advocate, Mr John 'Taylor, clerk * 
the Signet, Profeſſor Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, Bailie 

ames Dickſon, Bailie James Gentle, Convener Orlando 


Hart, William Ramſay of Barnton, Eſq; Mr John Gloag 


merchant, Edinburgh, Mr James Home, writer to the Sig- 
nit, Mr Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Mr Matthew Sandi. 


lands, writer to the Signet, The Sohcitor-General, Mr 


Richard Tod merchant, Honourable General Mackay, 
Mr Watſon of Towrin, Mr Allan Macdougal, writer to 
the Signet, Mr Walter Dunbar, Mr James Hogg, Mr 


Thomas Adair, writer to the Signet, Colonel Campbell of 


Moonzie, Mr Maclauchlan of Maclauchlan, Mr George 
Imlach, writer, Mr John Erſkine, advocate, Bailie Elder, 
Mr james Cunningham of Hyndhope, Mr George Fer- 
guſſon, advocate, Mr Home of Kilduff, Bailie Macdowall, 
Mr Alexander Bonnar, banker, Mr John Dickſon, advo- 
cate, Mr Chriſtopher Moubray, caſhier to the Friendly In- 
ſurance- office, Mr Niel Ferguſſon, advocate, Dr Andrew 
Duncan, Mr Thomas Duncan, writer, Mr William Mac- 
donald of St Martin's, Ruling Elders, to be a Committee 
of this Aſſembly, for the reformation of the Highlands 
and Iſlands of Scotland, for promoting the knowledge of 
true religion, ſuppreſſing Popery and profaneneſs, and 
for managing the Royal Bounty, for theſe ends, accord- 


ing to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant to this Aſſem- 


bly. In proſecution of which purpoſes, the Committee 
are to appoint Preachers and Catechiſts, to go to ſuch 


places as they ſhall find, upon due information, to be the 


moſt proper, according to his Majeſty's deſign, expreſſed 
in his warrant; and, in ſo doing, that they have particu- 
lar regard to ſuch pariſhes in South Uiſt, Small Iſles, 
Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and 
Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the Synods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the Committee ſhall find, by reaſon 
of the vaſt extent, by the prevalency of Popery and 1gno- 
rance, and other unhappy circumſtances, to be in the 
greateſt diſtreſs : And they ſhall take care, that the per- 


ſons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, 


ro be properly qualified for theſe reſpecti ve offices, of 
good abilities for the ſame, of a pious life and converſa- 
tion, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majeſty, and 
of competent {kill in the principles of Divinity, and par- 
ticularly in Popiſh controverſies ; Such Preachers and Ca- 


techiſts being hereby appointed to be ſubject to, and ur. 
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der the inſpection of the Preſbyteries of the bounds to 
which they are ſent, who are to take care that the orders 
of the Committee be duly obſerved by them. And the 
preachers are alſo appointed to catechiſe, and both they 
and the Catechiſts to inſtruct the people from houſe to 
houſe, and to viſit the ſickx; and, in all their labour a- 
mong the people, to be careful to teach them the prin- 
ciples and duties of the true Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, 
and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws: 
And the Committee are empowered to give them ſuch in- 
ſtructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they ſhall 
judge meet; which inſtructions the Preachers and Cate- 
chiſts are hereby ordered to obey. The General Aſſembly 
do further appoint the ſaid Committee, to have a particu- 
lar regard in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed 
upon by the Committee of the Aſſembly for managing 
the Royal Bounty, on the 3oth of September 1730, ap- 
proven by frequent Aſſemblies: And- to take care that 
Preſbyteries, and others concerned, obſerve the ſame, 
which they are hereby ordered to do: Particularly, the 
Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral Preſbyteries to inſert in their 
regiſters, the Committee's appointments of the defigna- 
tions, ſalaries, and ſtations of the ſeveral miſſionaries, and 
to have an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they ſhall 
write about the ſaid miſſionaries, and in giving of certi- 
ficates to them; and to direct all their letters, concerning 
miſſionaries in their bounds, only to the Moderator of 
the Committee; which letters ſhall be ſigned, at the ap- 
pointment of the Preſbytery, by the Moderator or Clerk 
thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge any payment 
to be made of the ſalaries of the miſſionaries, except upon 
receipts from the miſſionaries themſelves, and upoñ certi- 
ficates from the Preſbyteries, bearing, That they have ſer- 
ved for the time mentioned in the receipts; And that eve- 
ry Catechiſt, who receives a ſalary from the Royal Boun- 
ty, on condition that the parifhioners or gentlemen of the 
diſtrict ſhall pay a certain ſum in aid of ſuch ſalary, ſhall 
inſert, in the body of his receipt to the Caſhier, a declara- 
tion that he has received the particular ſum ſpecified; and 
chat the atteſtation of the Preſbytery ſhall in like manner 
bear, that the Catechiſt has received the ſtipulated: ſum 
which the Committee make the condition of his appoint- 
ment; it being underſtood by this reſolution, that the 
ſeveral ſtations, with regard to which ſuch conditions 
were originally made by the Committee, when no ſuch 
oy declaration 
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12 The Ace of the 
declaration of the Catechiſt, or atteſtation of rhe Preſby. 
tery, as is now propoſed, is received by the Caſhier, 
ſhall be afterwards ſuppreſſed by the Committee, though 
the Catechiſt ſhall, notwithſtanding, receive the ſalary for 
the time he is certified to have performed his duty. That 


a journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniſtry, of the 
miſſion committed to him, be written on the back of the 


Preſbytery's certificate, and ſigned by him, as the ground 
on which the Preſbytery have granted him ſaid certifi- 
cate. The General Aſſembly. do alſo empower the ſaid 
Committee to apply, for the purpoſes above mentioned, 
what may remain of the laſt year's Royal Bounty not 
diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not ful. 
filling the appointments laid upon them; and that they 
are to keep a regiſter of their proceedings, and like- 
wiſe diſtin& books of accounts, how the foreſaid money 
is beſtowed, which ſhall be patent to any concerned 
who pleaſe to inſpect the ſame. Of the perſons above 
named as members of this Committee, five are declared 
to be a quorum, whereof three are to be miniſters. 
But it is hereby appointed, That, at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the Committee, in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſh- 


ment of miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to be appro- 


ved and determined, not leſs than fourteen ſhall be the 
quorum, whereof nine ſhall be miniſters; and the ſaid 


Committee are appointed to have their general meetings 


at Edinburgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjournment 

of each of the four ſtated diets of the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly, within the Aſſembly ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting {hall be upon Monday next 


thereafter, at the ſaid hour; with power to the ſaid Com- 
mittee to adjourn themſelves to ſuch times and places as 


they ſhall find moſt needful and convenient : And they 
are to keep a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the 


General Aſſembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 


ſtian Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and 
to take their advice and aſſiſtance; and alſo to correſpond 
with the Synods and Preſbyteries concerned. They are 
likewiſe inſtructed and empowered, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, 


to apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for aſſiſt- 
ance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the com- 


miſſion now given to them. And the General Aſſembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertſon advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Boun- 


ty, to pay out the ſame, as he ſhall be directed and or- 


dered 
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dered by the foreſaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the ſaid Committee are appointed to examine 

the accounts of the diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the ſame before the Lords. Commiſſioners of his Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General 
Aſſembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it 
| is agreed, That no perſon once employed and inſert in 
the ſcheme, ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that year, but 
by the quorum of at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be 
miniſters; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined 
the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame, is offered, but 
it ſhall lie on the table till another meeting; and in rhe 
mean time the perſon complained of, and the Preſby- 
tery of the bounds wherein he officiates,' ſhall be ac- 
quainted of ſuck complaint, and thoſe concerned. be re- 
quired to ſend to the ſaid Committee a juſt account of 
the matter againſt the next meeting. And it is further 
appointed, That after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is ſettled. in manner above direct- 
ed; and notice thereof given by letters to the Preſbyte- 
ries concerned, ſuch Preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the 
ſaid Committee their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt 
with their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 
ſame be not done ſooner ; and that the Committee, at 
their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en- 
deavour to complete the next year's ſcheme themſelves ; 
and if they cannot complete it, they, ſhall name a Sub- 
committee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of the 
Aſſembly as poſſible. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firſt meeting, to reject any petition for a new 
ſtation, in caſe they ſhall find ſufficient objections a- 
gainſt it; and that the ſaid Committee, in making up 
the ſcheme of miſſionaries, c. do not exceed the ſum in 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 


from the preſbytery of Kincardine-o'neal, Dr John Ogil- 


'V. 


ling Elders, for diſcuſſing Affairs re- 
ferred to tneem. 


| HE General Aſſembly, conſidering there are fome 
affairs, which they cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Dr Duncan Shaw, one 
of the miniſters of Aberdeen, their moderator; from the 
preſbytery of Meigle, Mr John Halyburton at Kettins, 
Mr James Edward at Lentrathen, Mr James Playfair at 
Bendochy, miniſters, Patrick Aliſon of Newhall, Eſq; ru- 
ling elder; from the preſpytery of Forfar, Mr John Bruce 
at Forfar, Mr Thomas Ogilvie at Kirrymuir, miniſters, 
Alexander Watſon, Eſq; younger of Turin, ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Dundee, Mr James Scott at Auch- 
terhouſe, Mr Thomas Conſtable at Liff, Mr David Spence 
at Kinnaird, miniſters, Mr George Imlach writer in Edin. | 
burgh, ruling. elder; from the preſbytery of Aberbro- 
thock, Mr William Milligan at Kirkden, Mr Alexander 
Mackie at Arbroath, miniſters, Mr Thomas Milne mer- 
chant in Canongate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of A. 
berbrothock, Mr Thomas Duncan writer in Edinburgh; 
from the preſbytery of Brechin, Mr James Lauder at 
Dun, Mr Andrew Gray at Caryſton, Mr Alexander Molle- 
ſon at Montroſe, miniſters, Alexander Burnet, Eſq; advo- . 
cate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Montroſe, Mr Wi. 
ham Leſlie, writer to the Signet; from the preſbytery of 
Fordoun, Mr Robert Young at Benholm, Mr Alexander 
Leſlie at Fordoun, Mr Robert Foote at Fettercairn, mini- 
ſters, Mr John Playfair, Profeſſor of Mathematics, Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Aberdeen, 
Dr John Brown at Newhills, Dr John Dryſdale, one of 
the miniſters of Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator, 
Mr Robert Dunbar at Old Machar, Mr Robert Wyatt at 
Skeene, miniſters, Mr James Hogg in Aberdeen, James 
Cunninghame, Eſq; of Hyndhope, ruling elders ; from 
the King's College, Mr Roderick Macleod, Sub- principal; 


vie at Midmar, Mr Thomas Gordon at Aboyne, Mr Wi 
liam Morrice at Kincardine-o'neal, miniſters, William 
5 „ Macdonald, 
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Macdonald, Eſq; of St Martin's, ruling elder; from the preſ- 
bytery of Alford, Mr Robert Findlay at Clatt, Mr Robert 
Lumſden at Kildrummy, Mr Benjamin Mercer at Forbes, 
miniſters, John Gordon, Eſq; of Craig, ruling elder; from 
the preſbytery. of Garrioch, Mr George Skeene-Keith at 
Keith-hall, Mr Alexander Duff at Monymuſk, Mr John Har- 
r at Leſlie, miniſters, George Buchan-Hepburn of Smea- 
ton, Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Deer, Mr 
William Taylor at New-Deer, Mr Alexander Simpſon at Fra- 
ſerburgh, Mr William Anderſon at Strichen, miniſters, Mr 
John Taylor clerk to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the 


Robert Ballingall at Forglen, miniſters, Mr Alexander For- 
bes writer, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 


ander Milne at Boyndie, miniſters, Mr John Robertſon 
writer, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Strathbogie, Mr John Coupar at Glaſs, Mr Alexander An- 
gus at Bortriphnie, miniſters, Mr Baron Gordon, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr John Grant 
at Boharm, Mr John Dunbar at Knockando, miniſters, 


the preſbytery of Abernethy, Mr John Grant at Kirkmi- 
chael, Mr John Anderſon at Kinguſie, miniſters, Dr Gre- 
gory Grant phyſician in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from 
the preſbytery of Elgin, Mr William Gordon at Elgin, Mr 


tery of Forres, Mr Alexander Watt at Forres, Mr Alexan- 
der Coull at Edinkellie, miniſters, Walter Dunbar, Eſq; 


ruling elder ; from the burgh of Forres, Mr Eudovick 


Grant, jun. writer in Edinburgh; from the preſbyrery of 
Nairn, Mr Patrick Dunbar at Nairn, Mr Pryce Campbell 


Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Inver- 
neſs, Mr George Watſon at Inverneſs, Mr John Mackili- 
can at Dores, miniſters, Robert Macintoſh, Eſq; advocate, 
ruling*elder; from the burgh of Inverneſs, Alexarfder 
Baillie, Eſq; of Dochfour ; from the preſbytery of Cha- 
nonry, Mr-James Monro at Cromarty, Mr David Denoon at 
Kileaurnan, miniſters, Convener John Lindſay, Edinburgh, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Tain, Mr George Bal- 
four at Tarbat, Mr Alexander Monro at Edderſton, mini- 


the preſbytery of Dingwall, Mr Harry Robertſon at Kil- 
William 


* 
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preſbytery of Turriff, Mr William Stewart at Turriff, Mr 


of Fordyce, Mr Walter Chalmers at Deſkford, Mr Alex- 


Mr Iſaac Grant writer to the Signet, ruling elder; from 


James Gillan at Speymouth, miniſters, Mr Thomas Gor- 
don writer to the Signet, ruling elder; from the preſby- 
at Arderſier, miniſters, Bailie John Lothian merchant, 


ſters, Right Honourable Lord Ankerville, ruling elder; from 


tairn, Mr Charles Calder at Urquhart, miniſters, Bailie 


— —— 4 


the burgh of Wick, Sir John Sinclair of Murkle, Bart. ; 
from the preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr William Anderſon 


advocate; from the preſbytery of Cairſtone, Mr John 


| Dalzel, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 


wood, Weſt Church, Mr Robert Walker, Canongate, 
Dr James Macknight, Edinburgh, Mr John Logan, 
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William Galloway, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Abertarph, Mr Patrick Grant at Boleſkine, 
Mr Thomas Roſs at Kilmanivaig, miniſters, James Fraſer 
of Gortoleg, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Sky, Mr Martin Macpherſon at Slate, Mr Donald Mac. 
kinnon at Strath; miniſters, the Right Honourable Lord 
Macdonald, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Lewis, 
Mr Alexander Mackay at Barvas, Mr John Fraſer xt 
Lochs, miniſters, the Procurator, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Uiſt, Mr George Monro at South Uiſt, Mr 
Edmund Macqueen at Bara, miniſters, Alexander Mac- 
leod, Eſq; of Harris, ruling elder ; from the. preſbytery 
of Lockcarron, Mr Murdoch Maciver at Lochalſh, Mr 
Lauchlan Mackenzie at Lochcarron, miniſters, Banantyne 
William-Macleod, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Dornoch, Mr William Mackenzie at Af. 
ſint, Mr William Keith at Kildonnan, - miniſters, Pro- 
feſſor Hugh Macleod, Glaſgow, ruling elder ; from 
the preſbytery of Tong, Mr Alexander Falconer at 
Edrachilles, Mr John Thomſon at Duirneſs, miniſters, 
the Honourable General Mackay, ruling elder ; from 
the preſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr Robert Gun at Latheron, 
Mr George Mackenzie at Olrich, miniſters, Bailie Da- - 
niel Miller merchant in Canongate, ruling elder ; from 


at Evie and Rendal, Mr George Barry at Kirkwall, mi- 
niſters, Mr James Torry merchant in Edinburgh, ruling ; 
elder ; from the burgh of Kirkwall, Mr Malcolm Laing 


Falconer at Stromneſs, Mr Francis Liddle at Orphir, 
miniſters, Mr John Taylor, ruling elder ; from the pref. 
bytery of Zetland, Mr William Mitchel at Tingwal, Mr. 
James Sands at Lerwick, miniſters, Profeſſor Andrew 


of Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Scott at South Leith, Mr 
Thomas White at Libberton, Sir Harry Moncrief-Well- 


South Leith, miniſters, William Ramſay of Barnton, 
Eſq; Bailie James Gentle, Canongate, ruling elders ; 
from the city of Edinburgh, the Right , Honourable | 
James Hunter-Blair, Lord Provoſt, Mr Orlando Hart, 
Deacon-convener of the Trades; from the Univer- 
ſity of Edinburgh, Mr William Greenfield, Profeſſor 
of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres; from the preſbytery of 
„„ f. - DT Linlithgow, 
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Linlithgow, Mr Thomas Robertſon at Dalmeny, Mr 


Walter Jardine at Bathgate, Mr John Williſon at Weſt- 
Calder, Mr John Aitchiſon at Falkirk, miniſters, Ho- 


nourable Captain Robert Sandilands, Mr John Gloag, 
merchant, Edinburgh, ruling elders; from the burgh of 
Linlithgow, Provoſt Robert Clark; from the burgh of 
Queensferry, Captain James Taylor; from the preſby- 
tery of Biggar, Mr John Bradfoot at Dunſire, Mr John 
Thomſon at Walſton, Mr Robert Pearſon at Biggar, mi- 
niſters, Mr James Home writer to the Signet, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Peebles,, Mr Alexander 
Adams at Traquair, Mr Charles Findlater at Linton, mi- 
niſters, Right Honourable Lord Chief Baron, ruling el- 


der; from the burgh of Peebles, Andrew Hamilton of 
Spittlehaugh, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Dalkeith, Dr 


John Main at Newton, Mr Thomas Macourtie at Penny- 
cuick, Dr Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, miniſters, . the 
Right Honourable- Lord Preſident, ruling elder ; from 
the preſbytery of Haddington, Mr Patrick Bannerman 
at Salton, Dr George Barclay at Haddington, Mr Niel 
Roy at Aberladie, miniſters, Right Honourable Earl of 
Hyndford, ruling elder; from the burgh of Hadding- 


ton, David Smith, Eſq; Provoſt of Haddington ; from 
the burgh of North Berwick, Charles Brown of Coalſton, 


Eſq; from the preſbytery of Dunbar, Mr David Spence 
at Cockburnſpath, Mr James Williamſon at Whitekirk, 
miniſters, James Wilkie, Eſq; of Gilkerſtone, ruling elder ; 
fromthe preſbytery of Dunſe, Mr Robert Home at Polwart, 
Mr George Drummond at Cranſhaws, miniſters, Matthew 
Sandilands of Couſton, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Churnſide, Mr John Jolly at Coldinghame, 
Mr George Tod at Eymouth, miniſters, John Stewart, 
Eſq; younger of Allanbank, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Kelſo, Mr Cornelius Lundie at Kelſo, Mr 
James Richardſon at Mackerſton, miniſters, the Honour- 
able Henry Dundas, ruling elder ;\ from the preſbytery 


of Jedburgh, Mr Robert Deans at Crailing, Mr Thomas 
Sommerville at Jedburgh, Mr James Hay at Kirktoun, 


miniſters, the Solicitor-general, ruling elder ; from the 


burgh of Jedburgh; the Honourable Henry Erſkine ad- 


vocate ; from the preſbytery of Lauder, Mr Alexander 
Duncan at Gordon, Mr Laurence Johnſtone at Earlſton, 


miniſters, the Right Honourable Earl of Lauderdale, ru- 


ling elder; from the preſbytery of Selkirk, Mr James Er- 
kine at Roberton, Mr Frederick Maclaggan at Melroſe, mi- 


niſters, Mark Pringle of Fairnalee, Eſq; ruling elder; from 


the 
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the burgh of Selkirk, Mr Richard Tod merchant, Leith; 
from the preſbytery of Annan, Mr John Craig at Ruth. 
well, Mr Abraham Niviſon at Middlebee, miniſters, Sir 
William Maxwell of Springkell, Bart. ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Annan, Mr Walter Scott merchant, Edin. 
burgh ; from the preſbytery of Langholm, Mr Robert 
Rutherford at Caſtletoun, Mr William Little at Weſter. 
kirk, miniſters, Gideon Rutherford, Eſq; of Greenpark, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Lochmaben, Dr John 
Burges at Kirkmichael, Mr Thomas Henderſon at Dryſ. 
dale, Mr William Sibbald at Johnſton, miniſters, Mr John 
Coupland at Minnygape, ruling elder ; from the burgh of 
Lochmaben, Alexander Ferguſſon of Craigdarroch, Eſq; 
from the preſpytery of Penpont, Mr John Robertſon at 

. : Kirkconnel, Mr William Ranken at Sanquhar, miniſters, 
Mr Robert Edgar, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Dumfries, Dr David Lamont at Cirkpatrick-Durham, 
Mr William Macmorine at Carlaverock, Mr James 
Laurie at Tinwall, miniſters, Mr Charles Barry at: Ne. 
thertoun, ruling elder; from the burgh of Dumfries, 
Mr John Aitken, town-clerk of Dumfries; from the 
preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, Dr. John Scot at Twyneholm, 
Mr John Johnſtone at Croſſmichael, Mr John Gilleſpie 
at Kells, miniſters, Mr John Macmorin in Crofts, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Wigton, Mr Ebenezer Stott 
at Minniegaff, Dr William Boyd at Penningham, mini- 
ſters, Bailie John Hathorn, Wigton, ruling elder ; from the 
burgh of Whitehorn, John Buſhby, Eſq; Sheriff-clerk of 
Dumfries ; from the preſbytery of Stranrawer, Mr James 
Mochrie at Colmonell, Mr James Cadall at New Luce, 
miniſters, Thomas Adair, Eſq; of Genoch, ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Ayr, Mr William Auld at Mach- 
line, Mr John Macdairmed-Fergushill at Straton, Mr 
James Connel at Sorn, Dr Patrick Wodrow at Tarbol- 

| ton, Mr James' Thomſon at Girvan, miniſters, John Ha- 

[ | milton of Bargeny, Eſq; William Campbell of Fairfield, 

| Eſq; ruling elders ; from the burgh of Ayr, George 

= . Ferguſſon, Eſq; advocate ; from the preſbytery of Irvine, 

| Mr Henry Graham at Cumbray, Mr Thomas Pollock at 

| 
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S ____ Kilwinning, Mr James Richmond at Irvine, miniſters, 

| Honourable Patrick Boyle of Shewelton, ruling elder; 
from the burgh of Irvine, Thomas Tweedie of Oliver, 
Eſq; from the preſbytery of Paiſley, Mr Colin Campbell 

| at Renfrew, Dr John Adam at Greenock, Mr Colin Gil- 
| lies at Paiſley, Mr John Monteith at Neilſton, miniſters, | 


E - Mr John Haddoway merchant, Leith, Bailie John Smith 
e | in 


in Paiſley, ruling elders ; from the preſbytery of Ha- 


milton, Mr Henry Stevenſon at Blantyre, Mr John Scott 
at Strathaven, Mr Alexander Fleming at Hamilton, mi- 
niſters, Henry Stewart, Eſq; of Allanton, ruling elder ; 
from the. preſbytery of Lanark, Mr James Ferguſſon at 
Pettynain, Mr Joſeph Henderſon at Wyſton, miniſters, 
Mr George Scot, ſchoolmaſter at Carnwath, ruling el- 
der; from the preſbytery of Glaſgow, Dr William Por- 
teous at Glaſgow, Mr Alexander Ranken at Glaſgow, 
Mr Alexander Dobie at Eagleſhame, Mr David Dow at 
Cathcart, miniſters, Mr Andrew Paton merchant, Glaſ- 
gow, Bailie John Macaſlan, ſeedſman there, ruling el- 
ders; from the Univerſity of Glaſgow, Dr Robert Fin- 
lay ; from the preſbytery of Dumbarton, Mr George 
Drummond at Roſeneath, Mr James Graham at Killearn, 
Mr John Stewart at Luſs, miniſters, Sir James Colqu- 
houn of Luſs, Bart. ruling elder; from the burgh of 
Dumbarton, James Colquhoun, Eſq; . younger of Luſs ; 
from the preſbytery of Dunoon, Mr James Thorburn at 
_ Kingarth, Mr Hugh Mactaviſh at Innerchaolan, mini- 
ſters, Jo. Lamont, Eſq; of Lamont, ruling elder; from the 
burgh of Rothſay, Mr John Home of Kilduff; from the 
preſbytery of Kintyre, Mr John Maccleiſh at Kilchonan, 
Mr Dugald Macdugald at Gigha, Mr George Maccleiſh 
at Saddle, miniſters, Mr Archibald Macdowal merchant, 
Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Inve- 
rary, Mr Dugald Campbell at Glaſſary, Mr Archibald 


Campbell at North Knapdale, miniſters, Donald Maclau- 
chlan of Maclauchlan, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the burg 


of Inverary, Profeſſor James Williamſon, Glaſgow ; from 
the preſbytery of Lorn, Mr Patrick Macdonald at Kil- 
more, Dr Joſeph Macintyre: at Glenorchy, miniſters, 
Colonel Robert Campbell of Monzie, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Mull, Mr Patrick Macarthur at 
Toroſay, Mr Norman Macleod at Morvan, miniſters, Al- 
lan Macdougall of Galaniſh, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the 
preſpytery of Dunkeld, Mr Robert Williamſon at Le- 
thindy, Mr Thomas Fleming at Kenmore, Mr William 
Inverarity at Caputh, Mr James Peter Bannerman at 
Cargill, miniſters, Mr Thomas Elder merchant, Edin- 
burgh, Mr David Stewart banker, Edinburgh, ruling 


elders ; from the preſbytery of Perth, Mr David Beat- | 


fon at Dumbarnie, Mr Lewis Dunbar at Kinnoul, Mr 
David Black at St Madoes, Mr David Dow at Dron, mi- 
niſters, Mr Alexander Bonnar banker, Edinburgh, John 
Dickſon, Eſq; advocate, ruling elders ; from the preſ- 
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bytery of Stirling, Mr James Frame at Alloa, Mr John 
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Muſhet at Stirling, miniſters, John Erſkine, Eſq; advo- 
cate, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Auchterarder, 
Mr John Scott at Muthill, Mr John Baird at Duning, 
Mr Thomas Barty at Maonzie, miniſters, Mr Chriſtopher 
Moubray, Inſurance-office, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Dumblane, Mr William Oſburn 
at Tillycoultry, Mr John Kinroſs at Lecropt, miniſters, 
Profeſſor Richardſon, Glaſgow, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Danfermline, Mr Andrew Richardſon at 
Inverkeithing, Mr Robert Liſton at Aberdour, Mr Alex- 
ander Thomſon at Carnock, miniſters, Sir Charles Preſ- 
ton of Valleyfield, Bart. ruling elder; from the preſby- 
tery of Kirkcaldy, Mr John Thomſon at Marckinch, Mr 
George Gib at Wemyſs, Mr James Lawrie at Balingray, 
miniſters, Ja. Townſend Oſwald Eſq; of Dunniker, ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of Kirkcaldy, Mr James Fergus; 
from the burgh of Kinghorn, Mr Andrew Hamilton, pre- 
ſent Provoſt of Kinghorn ; from the preſbytery of Cu- 
par, Dr Michael Greenlaw at Creech, Mr Robert Bogie 
at Logie, Mr Robert Arnot at Ceres, Mr Thomas Stewart 
at Newburgh, miniſters, Robert Herriot, Eſq; of Ramor- 
nie, Mr Henry Hardie at Newburgh, ruling elders ; 
from the burgh of Cupar, Major John Melvile of Cairny; 
from the preſbytery of St Andrew's, Principal James 
Gilleſpie, St Andrew's, Dr Robert Palglieſh at Ferry Par- 
ton-Craigs, Mr Thomas Kettle at Leuchars, Mr James 
Nairn at Pittenweem, miniſters, Lieutenant Colonel Alex- 
ander Monypenny of Pitmellie, Niel Ferguſſon, Eſq; of 
Pitcullo, ruling elders ; from the burgh of St Andrew's, 
Dr Andrew Duncan phyfician, Edinburgh; from the 
Univerſity of St Andrew's, Profeſſor George Hill; to be 
Commiſſioners of this General Aſſembly, to the effect af- 
ter mentioned; with power to the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any 
thirty-one of the ſaid Conftniſſioners, whereof twenty-one 
are always to be miniſters, to meet and convene within 
the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt day after the 
diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten of the clock in the 
forenoon ; and thereafter, the ſecond Wedneſday of Au- 
guſt, third Wedneſday of November, and the firſt Wed- 
neſday of March next.to come, and oftener, when and 
where they ſhall think fit and conyenient, with power to 
the ſaid Commiſſioners to chuſe their own Moderator: 


And likewiſe, the General Aſſembly fully empowers their 


faid Commiſſioners, or their quorum above mentioned, 
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co cognoſce and finally determine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
in every matter referred, or that ſhall be referred to 
them, by an act or order of this Aſſembly; and to do 
every thing contained in, and conform rs 
tions given, or to be given by this Aſſembly; and to ad- 
vert to the intereſt of the Church on every occaſion, 
that the Church, and preſent eſtabliſnment thereof, do 
not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice which they can pre- 
vent, as they will be anſwerable: Provided always, that 
this general clauſe be not extended to particular affairs 


or proceſſes before Synods or Preſbyteries, that are not 


of univerſal concern to, or influence upon the whole 
Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no private 
proceſſes be determined, except at the four ſtated diets; 
and what ſhall be determined at one diet of the Com- 
miſſion, with relation to private cauſes, ſhall be unalter- 
able by any other diet thereof, and ſhall ftand and con- 
tinue in force till diſapproved of by the General Aſſem- 
bly. And the Aſſembly renews the inſtructions given 
by the General Aſſembly in the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and feventeen to their Commiſſion, and appoints 


the ſame to ſtand in full force as inſtructions to the 
Commiſſioners! before named, and to be obſerved by 
them in all points; as if the ſame were ſpecially here in- 
ſert ; and that they enquire into the. publiſhing and 
ſpreading of books and pamphlets; tending towards the 
promoting of opinions of whatever kind, inconfiſtent 
with our Confeſſton of Faith; and that the recommenders 
of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the errors therein con- 
tained, whether by word; writ, or print, be called before 
the ſaid Commiſſion to anſwer for the ſame. And fur- 
ther, the ſaid Commiſſion is hereby empowered to re- 
ceive any references and appeals that ſhall be made to 
them from Synods, in matters of doctrine, and ripen 


ſuch affairs for the next General Aſſembly; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice and im- 


morality, and give all needful advice and afſiftance to 
Synods and Preſbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end: Likewiſe, to take care that the impreſſions of 
rhe Holy Striptures, the Confeſſion of Faith,” and Catechiſins, 
and ſuch books as are authoriſed by this Church, rela- 
king to the doctrine, worſhip; diſcipline and government 
thereof, be correct; and give directions about printing 
the ſame, | And the Commiſſioners are appointed and 
empowered to keep a correſpondence with the Committee 
for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, for ſup- 
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preſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a reforma- 
tion in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concurrence 
therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Government 
for a proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the ſaid 
Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſchar- 


ed to meddle in any other matters than what are com- 


mitted and referred to them as above mentioned: And, 
in all their actings, they are to proceed according to the 
acts and conſtitution of this Church, and to do nothing 
contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the ſame; decla- 
ring, that, in and for all their actings, they ſhall be ac- 


countable to, and cenſurable by the next General Af. 


ſembly, as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And the General Aſ- 
ſembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſioners particularly to 
obſerve the acts of the General Aſſemblies one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and twelve, and one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and nineteen, reſpecting the application of the 
public money; which two acts are printed among the 


Acts of Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- 


one. And this Commiſſion is to continue and endure 
until another Commiſſion be appointed ; and members 
are required to attend the diets of the ſaid Commiſſion ; 


and abſents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord- 


ing to the 17th Act of the General Aſſembly held in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fix.' And for the 
better ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance. of members 
on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 
Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Preſbytery within 
twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks 


appointed for the meeting of this Commiſſion ; and ſuch 
of the members of theſe Preſbyteries as are on the Com- 
miſſion, are required, all of them to give attendance on 


the diets thereof; and the Preſbyteries at a greater di- 
ſtance, who have four or more members on the Commil- 
fion, are to take care,' that at leaſt two of them attend 
each diet of the ſame: And the General Aſſembly ap- 
point their Commiſſion, at their firſt meeting, to diſcuſs 
as many of the cauſes and queſtions relative to the ſettle- 
ment of vacant churches, which are or ſhall. be referred 


to them by the Aſſembly, as they can overtake. And it 


is further provided, that when any Preſbytery or Synod 
of this Church ſhall decline to comply with the ſentence 
of the Commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full execution, 
in that caſe the Commiſſion is hereby prohibited to exe- 
cute the ſame, by appointing any ſuch correſpondent 

| CB: | meeting, 
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meeting, as has been ſome time the n, but ſhall 


allow the ſame to lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to 


which ſuch Preſbyteries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for 
ſuch their conduct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up 
with their Commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame. 


And that in paſſing their ſentences, and in ordering the 


execution of the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th Act 
of the Aſſembly one thouſand 0k hundred and oy 


fix. 


VI. 


Interim Act and Overture concerning 


Ordained Aſſiſtants. 


Edinburgh, May 29. 1784. 


conflllernian the reference from the Synod of Glaſgow 
and Ayr, concerning ordained aſſiſtants; are of opinion, 


That both the Miniſter of the pariſh, and his ordained 


aſſiſtant and ſucceſſor, ought to be conſtituent members 
of the Kirk-Seſſion; that in the Preſbytery and Synod, 
either of them who is preſent, may deliberate and vote ; 
that if both are preſent, theſe privileges belong to the 


Miniſter of the pariſh only; and that either, of them is 


capable of being elected a Member of the General Aſ- 
ſembly, but not both of them in one year. And agreed 
to enact the ſame as an Interim AR, and to tranſmit it 
as an Overture for the conſideration of Preſbyteries. 


VII. 


HE General Aſſembly having conſidered the report 
of their Committee, appointed to take under their 


1. reſpecting Oftindticn 


lows: Having carefully confidered the ſaid Overture, 


they are not ripe to propoſe to the General Aſſembly 
any preciſe rules concerning it, fit for being enacted in- 
_ ro ſtanding laws; and can only move, That the Aſſem- 
bly ſhould, in the mean time, recommend it to Preſby- 


| ſpect of ſuch proviſion as may enable them to ſupport 


moving from the bounds of that Preſpytery into ano- 


a C ae Rene. aa 


the General Aſſembly overtures, That it be enacted, 
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to the Office of a Miniſter, without 
relation to a particular charge. 


Edinburgh, May 31. 1700 


"HE Committee appointed to conſider the Overture 
reſpecting Ordination to the office of a Miniſter, 
without relation to a particular charge, reported as fol. 


find that matter attended with ſo many difficulties, that 


teries to be cautious in granting ordination to ſuch per- 
ſons as have neither a fixed charge, nor a reaſonable pro- 


the miniſterial character; and that no Preſbyrery grant 
ordination to any perſon who has à near proſpect of re- 


ther, from whom he may, in due time, receive ordina- 
tion, af it ſhall by them be found neceſſary or proper. 
Which being conſidered by the: General Aſſembly, they 
approved thereof, and do recommend accordingly, and 
order this Recommendation to be N in the Acts of 


this md. 5 9 
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Oveiture ng, * Ordination of 
Elders. 
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e May 31. 1784. 
HEREAS, great irregularities have crept into the 
Church, with reſpec to the ordination of Elders, 


That 


General Aſſembly, 1786. "ay 


That no Miniſter ſhould ſet apart any perſon to the of- 
fice of Elder in his congregation, who has not a fixed re- 
ſidence in the pariſh, or who is not an heritor in the pa- 
riſh; it being the true meaning and intent of this Over- 
ture, to prevent Elders being ordained in congregations 
who are in nowiſe connected with them: And it being 
underſtood, that any city or town, where there are more 
congregations than one, ſhall be held as one pariſh, ſo far 
as reſpects the purpoſe of this Overture. 
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IX. 


The Aſſembly agreed to tranſmit the 
following Overture to Preſbyteries. 


Edinburgh, May 27. 1786. 
HAT fach an indulgence as ſhall ſeem meet to the 
Aſſembly, may be granted to the Students having 

the Gaelic language in the Northern and Weſtern Iſles. 
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Act ** the Diet of the next 
General Aſſembly. 


HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church 
1s appointed to be held within the New Church Ayle 
of Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 17th day of May. in the 


year 1787. | 
Collected and extracted from the Records "of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, by 


JOHN DRYSDALE, Cl. Eccl. Scot. 
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OF THE: 


ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the General Aſſembly 


of the Church of Scotland, held in the year wes, | 
which are not printed at full leng tn. 


May 18. 80 850. 11 


A FTER ſermon by the Reverend Dr John Dryſdale, 
{'\ one of the minifters of Edinburgh, Moderator 
of Aſſembly 1784, in place of the Reverend Sir 
Harry "MonericE:Wellwood, Moderator of the laſt 
General Aſſembly, who. was | confined by indiſpo- 
ſition, the Miniſters and Elders — in the 
 Aſſembly-houle ; and, after prayer by the Reve- 
rend Dr Henry Grieve, miniſter at Dalkeith, who 
was à member of Aſſembly, and the immediate 


preceding Moderator to Dr Dryſdale, Who was not 


a member of this Aſſembly, and was to officiate as 
clerk thereto, the Aſſembly proceeded to the choice 
of a Moderator, when Dr Grieve propoſed Dr Duncan 

Shaw, one of the miniſters of Aberdeen. No other 
perſon being added to the nomination, the roll was 

Called, and votes marked; and the Aſſembly unani- 
mouſſy made choice of the ſaid. Dr Duncan Shaw to 
be their Moderator, who, at the Aſſembly's defire, 
took the chair. pf 

A letter was preſented, addreſſed to the Moderator, from 
Sir Harry Moncrieff, late Moderator, apologiſing; for 
his non-attendance, which was unanimouſly ſuſtained. 

The King's Commiſſion to the Right. Honourable David 

| Earl of Leven, to repreſent his Majeſty? s Royal Per- 

ſon, read, and ordered to be recorded. | 

The King's "moſt gracious Letter to the Aſſembly, read, 
and ordered to be recorded. 


The Commiſſioner's if peech 'at opening this Aſſembly, 


and the Moderator's 1 in return thereto. 

A Committee named for anſwering the King 8 mon yy 
cious Letter. 

A Committee named for reviſing the commiſions to the 
members of this Aſſembly, denſuring abſents from the 
diets thereof, n. Miniſters to preach before his 

H | | Grace 
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The report of the Committee, Far W 
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Grace the King's Commiſſioner, and receiving in liſts 
of the probationers in the ſeveral preſbyteries, i in order 
to their being recorded. 
A Committee for overtures. named. 
A Committee for bills, references and appeals named. 
The Procurator brought up the report of the Committee 
of laſt Aſſembly, appointed to prepare à new Form of 
Proceſs. The ſame ordered to lie on the table. 15 
Adjournment. 0 II 18. h U 10 ff ITR ant 


| May 19. 1786. Seff. 24. 
Sederunt 5 


A diet ſpent in prayer. 

eee of vi gots aur] & 

The. Committee for ceviting: ovtartiſlions appointed to 
.-mieet this evening. al ni NT Iden 


Act VII. of Aſſembly 1a, for the. 1 of 
the buſineſs of this Aſſembly, resdand the obſerva- 
tions thereef enjoined. I nt D e 
Miniſters named to pech before his. Grace the; Com- 
miſſioner. {7 Js Jof vit ywinoH- 101 ba. 
The Committees for overtures nl. bills appointed to 
meet this evening in their uſual Plates, Eulbegni- 


1 


i 
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New commiſſions produced. Il 

called For, 
given in, andireaf.;:; 5 Gt boo l obogy 

The draught: of an wer to the King s. moſt rns ious 
Letter to this Aſſembly, brought in, and approved; 
and his Grace the Conimiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's re- 
queſt, undertoołk to trauſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. 

The objection to the commiſſiom from the preſbytery of 
E That the miniſter choſen at an after 

election is atteſted in the form Preſeribed for the 

elder, as well as the anipjtier,?, TapeJled, and the 

commiſſion ſuſtained. © 

The objection to the eee 8 1 of | 

_ Arbroath, * That the word al is omitted before the 
* words the mini Nenn, n and the commiſion 
ſuſtained. 38 In wot 

The eben to the” e From the oveſbyrery of : 
Selkirk, That it has the word both in place of the 
6e word: all. before the e e repelled, and the 
- commiſſion ſuſtained, , Df om; 15 

The 


ec 
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be uſe che eleQion das trade fon the reh ef Al 
- which-is:'mor/forty"days/previous !to: the ſitting of the 
Ani, © The commmilloner's time, ordered be 
unged from the Toll bn? 65017 to no wolf 


Inverary and Dumfries} That they both want the 


repelled, and both theſe commiſſions ſuſtamed./! I. 
The commiſſion from the burgh of Irvine rejected, he. 
cCauſe in the atteſtation by the Kirk. ſyſſion, after: the 
Words attzfed by, ir has the following additional words, 
us in terms of ths evidence laid before ut. The cominifſi- 
oner's name ordered to he expunged from the roll. 
The commiſſion from the burgh of! North Berwick re- 
| jected, becauſe it wants the name of the burgh;; after 
the words toden- council ; and alſa, becauſe the attedt: 
or has nov iadjected the word cert to his ſubſdription. 
The commiſfidner's- name ordered to be ekpunged 
„from The rel kt bun eine ion en od 3 


Montroſe, That it hnas the words one and /200:o'clock, 
in place of the words one and eight e eck] repelled, 
and the commiſſion ſuſtained... ob; gmt n vir! 
The objection to the commiſſſon from the preſbytery of 
Lewis, © That it was blank as to the day of the fit- 
ſion ſuſtained. NOGR 21) TOE 97 
from the burgh of Whithorn, delayed till Monday. 
The objection to the commiſſion from the burgh of An- 
nan,“ That it is blank as to the day of the firtingiof 


The commiſſion from the burgh of Jedburgh rejected, 

| becauſe the refolution:to elect is onthe 29th of March, 
and the election on the th of April. The commiſ- 
ioner's namè ordered to be expunged from the x61. 


| called for, produced and read: H οοοονbj]jjάj,u 4 
eee Former 27208 end to deen 
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The commiſſion! from:the: burgh of Kinghorn rejecte a: 


The objection to the commiſſions fromm the hurghes of 
words atrefted by in rheratteſtation by the Kirk. ſeſſion, 


The objection to the commiſſion from the hurghl of 


ting of the Aſſembly; repelled, aud the commiſe 


The conſideration of the objection to the commiſſion. 


the Aſſembly,“ repelled,” and"the::committion»ſu- 
RKainedboigq avon fg wt ol inane) ads to ge ad 


The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the Committee off Bills, 


N 
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Reſolved to conſider on Monday the petition. andi Memo. 


rial of the Northumberland claſs of Proteſtant Diſſent. 
ing Miniſters; and after that, the diſſent anent taking 
NI Bennet on triabs. On Tuefday, che Sketch of the 
New Form of Proceſs. And ion Wedneſday, the com. 
plaint of Jean Purves dgainſt Mr Jolly, and che Jun: 
moned aprid afta to ſiſt himſelf perſonally. 5 
Reſolved, That aſter thoſe alteady fixed eder of 
private cauſes, the gauſe of: the pariſh of May and Da. 
laroſſie ſhould be firſt heard, aud after chat the cauſe 
of the pariſh af Dalton. H ο 07 03 GoifÞ99jdo v7 
A Committee: named vo;reviſe thei weord of athe acting 
and proceedings of thi Common: of, yn: tt 4 
ral Aſfembly r: 913 ito! boil 
A. Cotmmittee named is brit nenadil of: che 2Gliag 
und proceccdlings of the Committee appointed by bt 
Aſſembly, for managing the Rbyal Bounty, for the 
Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands. 


A Committee named to audit che rocuraton and Agent's 


- 2accoimts, oonſider the fate af the PRtubongy 110 
prepare overtures about the ſam m 


The Gommittee for overtares;” empowered: te receive in 


roc the ſeveral members, any inſtructions given to 
them by their reſpective 8ynods or Preſhyteries, cla 
the matters therein contained, and prepare, Overtures 

: thereupon to che Aſſembly:. and feceive in, and con. 
ider any accounts that ſhall! be given them of the 


tate af the Church in the North Highlands, particu- 


larly concerning the growth of Fopery and ſuperſti- 
tion z and Prepare vertu for preventing or ap 
preſſing thereaf. 7 


The Committee raden conmions,. and the Com: 


mittee for bills, N to meet der nenen. 
e 61 800 | i 
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A report of the Committee fy overtures, produced and 


read. 
The roll of ” nr TORY Ye Ns" l the Committee of bills, 
called for, produced, and rea. | 


Ar Mr Macintoſh s requeſt; agreed to rake. ip. the cauſe 


daf Dalton before the cauſe of Moy: 


A Committee appointed to conſider FO reference from the 
E preſbytery of Dunkeld, and to * concerning the 


riot therein mentioned. 
Synod- 
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5ynod-books called for: The Synod-book of Angus and 
Mearns produced, and a Committee appointed to reviſe - 
the ſame. None of the other Synod-books were brought 
up. Reſolved, That the reaſons for cheir not being 
brought up be enquired into. 

proceeded to conſider the objection to the c from 
the burgh of Whithorn, vis. That the atteſtation of 
the Kirk ſeſſion had the word Minifter in place of Mo- 
gerator after the name of the atteſtor.”? The 
repelled, and the commiſſion ſuſtained. 

His Majeſty's royal warrant for L. 1000 Sterling deliver- 
ed to the Aſſembly by his Grace the Commiſſioner, 

read, ordered to be recorded, and delivered: ro the Pro- f 
curator. Toke! 

A petition and memorial for the Northumberland. Claſs of 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, given in, and read. 
The Aſſembly recommended to all Preſpyteries care- 
fully to avoid doing any thing that ſhould tend to di- 
ſturb the peace and union of the Diſſenting Claſſes of 
Proteſtants in Northumberland, and other parts; and 
appointed their Moderator to write a letter to the Mo- 
derator of the Northumberland Claſs of Proteſtant Diſ- 

ſenters, expreſſing their reſolution to preferve the peace 
and union of the Claſs, as far as lies in their power. 

A diſſent and complaint at the inſtance of Dr Andrew 
Hunter, and Dr Henry Grieve and others, againft a 

ſentence of the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, al- 
lowing the Preſbytery of Linlithgow to proceed in the 

trials of Mr William Bennet, heard. The Aſſembly, 
without a vote, diſapproved of the conduct of the Sy- 
nod, in allowing the Preſbytery of Linlithgow to take 
Mr Bennet on trials, as being contrary” to a law of the 
Church. x 

Remitted to the verticubar conſideration of the e 
for overtures, to provide an effectual method for pre- 
venting ſuch violation of the law in time to come, and 

appointed them to meet to- morrow morning for that 
pupoſ e... N 7 

The Committee for reine e and the um- 
mittee for bills appointed to meet to-morrow A e 

Adjournment. n 


” 
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Salim. Was Trees. 2 | 
Nen conimiſlions produced. 103 84 dT 
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Reſolved to conſider the petition of Meſſrs Scott and Nik, 
immediately after the cauſes of Dalton and Moy, 

Report of the 3 for F called for, Pro- 
duced, and read. $637 ONT 3 

The Committee for overtures W to meet from 
time to time, and to report concerning the three firſt 
.ovettures againſt Thurſday ner. 

'T he "overture, by Mr Robert Deans, and r by Mr 
George Skene Keith, ordered to lie on the table. 

The roll of cauſes trauſmitted from the Committee for 
bills, called for, produced, and rea. 

A Committee appointed to conſider the petition of Mr 
Frederick Maclaggan, and to report their opinion on 
Friday. 

The overture from the Synod of Angus and Mearns anent 
reſtoring the inſtructions to the Commiſſion , formerly 
expunged, read, and diſmiſled, © 

Agreed to conſider the overtures from the Synod of Fife, 
and from the Preſbytery of Jedburgh, reſpecting ap- 

peals, Oc. after the cauſes that are already fixed. Af. 
ter theſe, the overtures from the Synods of Fife and 

Moray relative to conteſted patronages. And thereafter, 
the overture from the Synod of Ferth ad Stirling | 
anent ordination of Elder. 

Tha overture by Profeſſor Hill anent * in Divinity, 
remitted to the Committee for overtares, to be conf: 
dered with others on the ſame ſubject. 

The Committee on public accounts, e. ae the Com- 
mittees for reviſing the Commiſſion, and Royal Bounty 
Records, appointed to meet to-morrow gli pe at ten 
clock in the Societry- hall. 


| Proceeded to [the men” © Yona I of the Skeroh of a New 


Form of Proceſs, which had been prepared by the Com- 
- mittee appointed by laſt General Aſſembly for that pur- 
poſe and after going fo. far through Ns ſame, ad- 
journed till: tomorrow at two o'clock, and agreed to 
reſolye themſelves into a Committee of che whole Houſe, 
for the farther conſideration of the _ buſineſs, t ro 
meet to- morrow at eleven o lake 75x 27397" 


3 


Acyournment, | 144 - ST 0 11 „ 55 13 1 , 


May 24. 1786. 8.6 6. 
eden d 2 30 | 
A new commiſſion a read, and approved of 
The Procurator, Agent, Clerks, and Printer's accounts, 
A and ordered to lie on the table. ns 
410 
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The report of the Committee of the whole Houſe ap- 


Proceſs, called for, given in, read, and approved of. 
The Aſſembly ordered one thouſand copies of the Sketch 
of the New Form of Proceſs, with the additions and al- 
terations adopted, to be printed, and tranſmitted as an 
overture to all the Miniſters of the Church of Scotland; 
and the Agent for the Church is appointed to advertiſe 
the Synods and Preſbyteries in all the Edinburgh Newſ⸗ 
papers, to ſend for as many copies thereof as will ſup- 
ply the Miniſters within their ne nm as foo 
as the Form is publiſhed. 

ven a motion, the thanks of the Houſe were delivered 
from the Chair to the Procurator, for the very great 
attention and diligence he had beſtowed; in preparing 
the Sketch of the New Form of Proceſs; and likewiſe 
to the other Members of che Subcommitree, who alliſt⸗ 
ed in reviſing the ſame. 4 

The overture by Mr Stege Shevie Keith, anent Mug 
delinquents who are Miniſters of the Church of Scot- 
land, read and diſmiſſ et. 


John Tuck, feuer in Coldingham, againſt My John 
Jolly, Miniſter of Coldingham, heard. The Aſſembly, 

in reſpect Mr Jolly did not, till the month 6f Dodd.” 
ber 1783, intimate, that the ſentence of leſſer excom- 
munication was taken off Jean Purves, although he 
had been appointed to make that intimatioh on or be- 
fore the firſt Sabbath of Auguſt that year; and in re- 
ſpect he granted her à certificate in terms injurious to 
her, and diſreſpectful to the Commiſſion of the Gene- 


Jolly at the bar for his diſobedience and diſreſpect to 


ingham, upon Jean Pur ves producing to the Moderator 
an extract of this judgment, to grant her, within eight 
days thereafter, a eertificate duly attefted; in theſe preciſe 
words: That Jean! Pur ves is not under ſcandal or any 

f Church cenſure; - that ſhe has a right to all Church- 
* privileges, and may be admitted into any Chriſtian 


tim ingot Mr Thomſon of Carnock entered] his. 
diſſent. 
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pointed to confider the Sketch of the New Form of 


The complaint at the Afinnce of Teas Purves,” relict of 


ral Aſſembly, appointed their Moderator to rebuke Mr 


his ſuperiors; and ordained the Kirk ſeſſion of Cold- 


ſbociety where” providence may order her lot.“ Mr 
ive was rebuked at the bar accordingly. 12Agataſt 
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The Committees for overtures and bills, and new applica- 

tions, and the Committee on Mr Maclaggan's petition, 

appointed to meet to-morrow morning. 
Adjournment. | 


1 May 25. 1786. Sefſ. 7th, 
Sederunt. n ” { | AF | 
Bailie Galloway adhered to the diſſent of yeſterday from 
the deciſion in the cauſe againſt Mr Jolly. | 
Report of the Committee for overtures called for, produ- 
 ... ced, and read. . „„ 
The Committee on Mr Maclaggan's petition authoriſed 
again to meet, with the former powers. 
Upon a motion, all the Preſbyteries. of the Church are en- 
joined to take under their conſideration the Sketch of 
the New Form of Proceſs, on or before the firſt of De- 
cember next, and to tranſmit their reports to the Agent 
for the Church, on ar before the firſt of May next, in 
order that the Procurator (who has offered to take the 
trouble) may have it in his power to claſs the different 
reports before the ſitting of the next General Aſſembly. 
Two appeals at the inſtance of Dr William Bryden, Mi- 
niſter of Dalton, from two ſeveral ſentences of the Synod 
of Dumfries, in the cauſe at the inſtance of Robert 
Henderſon of Cleugh-heads, and others, againſt him; 
and a reference by the Synod of Dumfries, and ano- 
ther by the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, heard. Agreed 
to conſider, , the Appeal at the inſtance of Dr 
Bryden, and the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, from a 
. ſentence of the Synod of Dumfries, of date the 18th 
October laſt, reverſing an interlocutor of the Preſby- 
tery of Lochmaben, of date the 2d Auguſt laſt, which 
finds the condeſcendence, with reſpect to the firſt ar- 
ticle of the libel anent Ann Dalzell, irrelevant to be 
admitted ta proof. After reaſoning, a motion was 
made and ſeconded, to affirm the ſentence of the Sy- 
nod of Dumfries. Another motion was made and ſe- 
conded, to reverſe the ſaid ſentence. The queſtion 
was then put, firm or Reverſe ; and the roll being 
called, and votes marked, it carried by a great ma- 
jority, Arm. The Aſſembly, therefore, affirmed the 
ſentence of the Synod of Dumfries; then proceeded to 
confider the appeal from a ſentence of the Synod. of 
Dumfries, at the inftance of Dr Bryden, of date the 
19th of October laſt, affirming a ſentence of the Preſ- 
bytery of Lochmaben, of date the ad of * — 
ding 
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finding a condeſcendence with reſpect to Marion 
Waugh, relevant to be admitted to proof. The Aſ- 
ſembly diſmiſſed the appeal, and affirmed the ſentences 
of the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, and Synod of Dum- 
fries. Thereafter proceeded to bra rd the reference 
by the Synod of Dumfries, of date the 19th October 
laſt, of an appeal by the proſecutors of Dr Bryden, 
from a ſentence of the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, 
pronounced on the 4th day of October laſt, findi 
that, by the ſentence of laſt General Aſſembly, limit 
ing the time of examining witneſſes before the Preſby- 
tery, to the firſt day of October laſt, and which being 
paſt, they were precluded from examining the wit- 
neſſes mentioned in the execution of diligence produ- 
ced. The Aſſembly reverſed the ſentence of the Preſ- 
bytery of Lochmaben. Delayed conſideration of the 
reference by the — of E vs of 2d May 
inſtant, till to-morrow, | 
The Committees. for overtiires: and bill. appointed to 
meet to- morrow morning. r Bot | 
The Committee on new applications, nd che Commit | | AY 
tee on the reference from the 1 eeu of Dunkeld, _— 
alſo : eg to meet. 5747 h. 1 
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3 tbr 95) + C - 4 va) 01 e1Þb40336:- 299732 | 
Report. of the Committee for overtures called Loos given | 
in, and read.. io 296,99 1-4 11 ,TOMT9ES 21930 | | | 
Agreed: to conſider the whole overtures on . table _ : | 
morrow . , | | 

| Report of the Committee fbi bills, called for, given in, | 
and read. 1 lait : D189 Pouve 5 | 


| Agreed to kedr the cauſe of Orwell on- Monday. 8 
A petition for Mr James Dickſon, Printer for the Church, 
read. The. Aſſembly unanimouſly granted the deſire a 
thereof, and renewed the grant to Mr Dickſon of the 
ſole right of printing and publiſhing the Tranſlations 
and Paraphraſes of Holy nee for the ww — 5 
nine years from this period. . 
The Committee on the Exvie: fund renewed, Wien the 
former powers. 0 52017 07 bade eld 
A petition for the Managers of the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh, praying to renew the collection ordered 
by laſt Aſſembly, upon ſuch pariſhes as had not had 
an * of * fuch — read. The 
n | 
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Aſſembly renewed the collection upon ſuch pariſhes 
as have not had an opportunity of making the lame, 
and appointed the money collected, to be tranſmitted 
to Mr Archibald Hope, Secretary to the Royal Bank 
of Scotland, and Treaſurer to the Royal Infirmary, 
Reſumed confideration of the reference by the Preſbyte. 
ry of Lochmaben, of the 2d of May inſtant, in the pro- 
ceſs at the inſtance of Mr Henderſon of Cleugh-heads, 
and others, againſt Dr William. Bryden, Miniſter of 
Dalton; and upon a motion, the Aſſembly: found the 
proof in this cauſe not concluded. Thereafter proceed- 
ed to confider of the requiſition of. the Preſbytery of 
Lochmaben, for advice, directions and inſtructions in 
the ſaid cauſe; and after reaſoning, a motion. was 
made and ſeconded, * That the General Aſſembly re- 
mit, with a recommendation to the Preſbytery to 
% proceed with all convenient ſpeed in this cauſe, ac- 
« cording to the rules of the Church.“ Another mo- 
tion was made and ſeconded, That they judge, it 
A being underſtood that, if it carries judge, che At- 
ſembly proceed to hear parties upon the relevancy. 
of the interrogatories.” A ſtate of the vote was then 
put, Remit or Fudge, and the rol} being called, and votes 
marked, it carried, Remit. The Aſſembly therefore re. 
mitted to the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, with a recom- 
mendation to proceed in this cauſe with all convenient 
ſpeed, according to the rules of the Churcgn. 
A petition, for Donald Macqueen, of Corryburgh, and. 
others, Heritors, Elders, and heads of families, in the 
parity of Moy and Dalarollte, libellers of Mr James 
Macmtoſh, Miniſter of theſe united pariſſies, pe- 
tition for the ſaid Mr Macintoſh;; and a reference by 
the Synod of Moray, heard; and after reaſoning, æ 
motion was made, That the General Aſſembly, in 
reſpect the judgment of the Preſbytery,' depoſing Mr. 
Macintoſh, was pronounced during the dependence 
of; an appeal duly lodged, reverſe the faid judgment, 
and remit. to. the Preſbytery tc reſume the conſide- 
ration of the cauſe; and, on the application of the 
parties, to proceed according: to the laws of the 
Church. Another motion was made, That the Aſſem- 
bly proceed to judge of the two appeals in this cauſe, 
in the order in which they were taken. A ſtate of 
the vote was then put, Firft. or Second motion; and 
the roll being called, and votes marked, it carried Se- 
ond. Therefore the Aſſembly proceeded: to Judge 
„ante | : . 0 : -Q 


„ 4 i 
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of the two appeals from the ſentence of tlie 
Preſbytery of Inverneſs, in the order in which they 

were taken. Then took under confideration the firſt 

appeal from the ſentence, of date March 1, 1786, find- 

ing Mr Maeintoſh's' proof cloſed, in reſpect he was 
appointed by the ſentence of the Synod of Moray, 

in April 1785, to have it cloſed previous to that day; 

and after reaſoning, the Aſſembly, without a vote, e 
waved judging of both appeals, and remitted to the 
Preſbytery of Inverneſs to. examine Andrew Noble 

and Janet Davidſon, and no other witneſs, theſe two 

being the only witneſſes whom Mr Macintoſh had de- 

fired the Preſbytery to examine; or to grant com- 

miſſion for examining them, to the Preſbytery within 

the bounds of which they reſide :: And ordained Mr | 
Macintoſh to apply to 5 Preſbytery for that pur. 4 
poſe, before the firſt of Auguſt next, and to finifh his. | 
proof againſt the firſt of March 1787, iir 3 
Macintoſh does not finiſh his proof againſt faid day, : 
ordained the Preſbytery of Bm to hold his proof 
as cloſed, and to judge on the whole proof. Againſt 
which judgroent, . Mr nd of ee entered his 
diſſent. IS et + 
Klonen. 1148 60s 


May's 27: 1786. a. gt. 
Se 


Act, approving of the e Mr William Robertſun 
Advocate, Procurator- for the Church; and exonering 

and difcharging Mr Robertſon of the ſum diſburſed! by 

him, and appointing that he debit himſelf in his . 8 
account with the ſum of E- G. 453% Se Being e 
the balance due by him: b q 
Act, approving of the acetal Mr George Gairticrods, 
Agent for the Church, ail exonering and diſcharging 

Mr Cairnexoſs;, of the: ſam: diſburſed by him, and ap- 
Pointing chat he credit bimſelf in his next aceount 


with the ſum ef L. 2312 12 123 een e the 
balance due to him. In. d 0 


— % 


The account of the expence of the! NewSormof Proceſs; i 
due to William Murray clerk; appointed DE the Mad. 
mittee thereon, ordered to be paid. | 
he account of ſtationary-ware, due by: the Clerks: to 
Mr Elphinſton, Balfour, ordered to be paid. 1 1 
e account of Mr James Dickſon, Printer for the 
Church, ordered to be paid. 


1 


Report a” 


* 
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Report of the Committee appointed to conſider new ap- 
plications for ſhares of the public money; Oc. read, 

and approved of. 

The proceſs anent the church-yard dikes at Lauder, re- 
mitted to the Procurator and Agent for the Chant to 
carry it on at the public expence. 

The proceſs of augmentation at the inſtance of Mr George 
Macleiſh, Miniſter of Skipneſs and Saddel, remitted to 
the Procurator and Agent for the Church, to carry it on 
at the public expence. And further, the Procurator ay- 
thoriſed to pay to Mr Macleiſh the ſum of L. 15 Sterling, 
in reſpect the object of the manſe, glebe, and graſs, 
11 91 in his petition, are already obtained without 

any aid from the Church. 

The petition of Mr William een Minitter of Kirk. 
den, refuſed, | | 

The Procurator authoriſed to pay to Mr William Suther- 
land, Miniſter at Wick, the ſum of L. 30 ane, againſt 

the term of Whitſunday net. 

The petition of Mr Richard Scott, Miniſter at Ewes, 
refuſed. . 

The Procurator authoriſed to pay to Mr Frederick Mac- 
laggan, Miniſter of Melroſe, the ſum of L. 15 Sterling. 

The proceſs of augmentation at the inſtance of Mr An- 

drew Diſhington, Miniſter of Yell in Zetland, remitted 
to the Procurator and Agent for the Church, to carry 
it on at the public expence. 

The viſitors of the Commiſſion- record reported, chat they 
had no remarks to make. The Commiſſion's conduct 

approved. The Aſſembly's thanks given from the 
Chair to the Moderator of the Commiſſion, for their 
faithfulneſs and diligence in the affairs committed to 
them, and the record ordered to be atteſted. 

The report of the Committee for naming the member of 
the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, and preparing in- 
ſtructions for them, given in, and approved of. 

The report of the viſitors of the Royal Bounty record 
called for; the conduct of e approved of, 
and their book ordered to be atteſted. 

A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty 
this year, with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 

The ag book of Angus and Mearns ordered to be at- 
teſte 

All the other Synod. books ordered to be brought oy to 

next ee 

Report 


45 R DO NE N. 1786. 


p ort of the Committee appointed by laſt General At. 
Bubi on the ſcheme. for erecting new pariſhes 1 in the 
Highlands and Iflands, was given in, and read. 
The report of the Truſtees of the Fund eſtabliſhed by 
Act of Parliament for a proviſion to Miniſters Widows, 
Oc. containing. an account of their proceedings ſince 
laſt General Aſſembly, and a ſtate of the fund under 
their management, being given in, the ſame was or- 
dered to lie on the table till next diet; and, upon a 
motion, Sir Henry Moncrieff. Wellwood was congratu- 
late from the Chair upon his happy recovery from his 
late indiſpoſition, and the thanks of the Houſe gi- 
ven to him, for his 8 care and attention to the 
ſaid fund. 
The overture for a declaratory act, chat; i in caſe of diſencs 
and proteſts, for-leave to complain of Preſbyteries ſen- 
tences reſpecting the licenſing of Probationers, on the 
ground of their acting contrary to the Act of Aſſembly 
1782, that the effect of ſuch diſſent and proteſt ſhall 
be to fiſt the actual licenſing of ſuch Probationer dll 
the complaint is diſmiſſed, was withdrawn. 
The following overture; via. That ſuch an eee 
e as ſhall ſeem meet to the Aſſembly, may be granted 
to the Students having the Gaelic language, in the 
Northern and Weſtern Iſles,” tranſmitted to Freſby- 
teries for their conſideration. Vide Printed Acts. 
All the overtures anent licenſing Probationers, remitted 
to a Committee, to conſider the ſame, and to report 
to the next General Aſſembly. 
The overture from the Synod of Fife, and the overture 
f-om the Preſbytery of Jedburgh, anent appeals,” re- 
mitted to a Committee to conſider the ſame, en to 
report to next General Aſſembly. 
The overture from the Preſbytery of Jedburgh, anent 
extracts from the records of. Aſſembly, diſmiſſed. 


＋ 


Suynod of e anent ee e diſ- 
mieden e et i 

The overture foomn! the. Sad of perth and Stirling, 
anent qualifications of Elders, remitted to the Com- 
mittee on the oyertures anent "appeals. ST 
The overture by Mr Robert Deans, reminted* to the 


Committoe on n eee anent W Proba- 
tioner s. 119113 10 05 


read. 
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The overtures from the Synod of Fife, and from the 


Report of the S apboima# to claſs returns | 


L | be | 
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The two followiug bvertures retranſmitted by laſt Af. 
ſembly, vis. %, Recommendation reſpecting ording. 
tion to the office of a Miniſter, without relation to a 
Particular charge: 2d, Overture reſpecting the ordi- 
nation of Elders, together with the interim act, ap- 
pointed to be again tranſmitted. Vide Printed Ads. 

An appeal at the inſtance of Mr John Scott, Miniſter of 
Kane from. a ſentence. of the Preſbytery of Ha. 

- milton;, of date the 25th April laſt, finding a libel at 

- bis inſtance, againſt Mr William Gilmour; preacher of 

the goſpel, and catechiſt in ſaid pariſh, informal, ir- 
relevant, and unneceſſary, heard. After reaſoning, a 

motion was made, That the General Aſſembly re. 
« verſe the ſentence of the Preſbytery of Hamilton 
751 appealed from, and find the libel relevant; and re- 
+ mit the ſame. to the Preſbytery of Hamilton to be 
admitted to proof, according to the rules of the 

„% Church.“ Another motion Was made, To affirm 

the ſentence of the Preſbytery of Hamilton.” The 
ſtate of the vote was then put, Afirm or Reverſe ; and 
the roll being called, and votes marked, it carried by 

a gteat majority, Reverſe. .- The Aſſembly, therefore, 
. reverſed the ſentence of the Preſbytery of Hamilton 
_ appealed from, and found the libel relevant, and re- 

mitted the ſame to the Preſbytery of Hamilton, ro be 
admitted to Owe; according to dhe Tales: of the 
Church. oY | 

Adjournment. 


o bar ot Ky 29. . 2786. . at. | 
Leden. 5231S; 
Upon. report of the Committee appointed to boler 

the reference by the Preſbytery of Dunkeld, relative 
to the riot by Mr Rattray of Dalrulzian, in the kirk 
of Kirkmichael; the Ailembly remitted to the Pro- 
curator to enquire into the facts ſet forth in the ſaid 
reference, and empowered him, if he ſhould ſee cauſe, 
to bring a proceſs againſt the party.concerned therein, 
before the competent court, and to FTP on the ſame 
at the public expencdeQ. 

The report of the Truſtees for managing che Fund for 
a proviſion to Miniſters Widows, c. containing a 
ſtate of the fund under their management, and an 
account of their proceedings ſince laſt Aſſembly, a- 
gain called; for, and ordered to be recorded 1 1n * 
| ſeparate regiſter kept for that:purpoſe. ' 

Liſi of Frabationers n and ordered to be re- 
corded. 

The 
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The memorial for the ſubſcribers reſident in the city of 
Quebec, craving aid by collection, or otherwiſe, or- 
dered to lie on the table. | 

| Upon report of the Committee appointed to confider the 
petition of Mr Frederick Maclaggan, the Aſſembly 
allowed them again to fit, and to take ſuch fteps for 
the accommodation of Mr Maclaggan and his pari- 
ſhioners, as they ſhould think prudent” or expedient, 
and to report to next General Aſſembly. | 

Two appeals at the inſtance of James Simpſon of Maw- 
carſe, and others, Heritors and heads of families of 
the pariſh of Orwell, from two ſentences of the Synod 
of Fife, of date 11th of October laſt, heard. And 
after reaſoning, the Aſſembly unanimouſly diſmiſſed 
the appeals, and affirmed the ſentences of the Synod 
of Fife appealed from ;-and ſuſtained the call in fa- 
your of Mr Patrick Spence, to be aſſiſtant and ſucceſ- 
ſor to his father in the pariſh of Orwell; and appoint- 

ed the Preſbytery of Dunfermline to proceed to his 
ſettlement with all convenient ſpeed, according to the 
rules of the Church. 


All cauſes before this Aſſembly, and not determined by 5 


them, and cauſes remitted by former Aſſemblies, 
and not determined, referred to the Commiſſion, with 
power to them to judge and finally determine there- 
in. | OS * 
Proteſtations admitted. : 
A Committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Af. 
ſembly's proceedings at this, and all the other diets 
thereof, and to pitch upon ſuch of the Acts of Aſ- 
ſembly as are to be ſtanding rules, in order to their 
being printed. HE EG 
The minutes 6f this ſederunt were read; the minutes 
of former ſederunts having been read at the diets 
ſubſequent thereto. | | 
| The Moderator's ſpeech to the General Aſſembly, and 
| his Majeſty's Commiſſioner, | 7 
The Lord High Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 
Act appointing next General Aſſembly of this Church, 
to meet on May 17. 1787. 5 
The Aſſembly concluded with prayer, ſinging a pſalm, 
and pronouncing the bleſſing. : 
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